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The New Chinese Immigrants in Thailand

Vorasakdi Mahatdhanobol

Abstract

New Chinese immigrants in Thailand is a study of the migration of the Chinese from
Mainland China or the People’s Republic of China from the period of the Reform and Open-
door policy in 1978 until the present time (2021). The research found that the new Chinese
immigrants in Thailand can be categorized into two groups: those who migrated during 1978-
2000 and those who migrated since 2001 until now. These two groups are separated by the
year 2001 or when China became a member of the World Trade Organization (WTO). Regarding
immigrants, the first group of Chinese immigrants were impoverished and wanted to make a
fortune in Thailand. After they moved to the new home, they took part in the labor-intensive
industries and worked robustly to have a better livelihood and improved financial status. As
time passed by, the former group of Chinese immigrants became an entrepreneur of small
and medium enterprises. On the other hand, the latter group was the people whose status
were middle and high-class thanks to China’s Reform and Open-door policy. These people
migrated to Thailand in order to increase their business opportunities, find a permanent job
position such as office worker, professor and teacher, or skilled labor, and also accompany

their descendants studying in Thailand.

These new Chinese immigrants required some time in the first phase for adaptation
with living in Thailand, especially in eating and enduring the tropical climates. However, the
things these people like in common are the amicability of the Thais which, the Chinese
believed, may result from Buddhism and Thailand’ s low- pressured and less- competitive
society. Consequently, the new Chinese immigrants felt impressed and longed to living in
Thailand as long as possible. Whereas the number of them determined to settle down as
Overseas Chinese did in the past. This study also found an issue about the nominee or the
shareholding structure that Thai shareholders seem to hold the shares on behalf of the

Chinese. Nevertheless, it is fair to say that the Chinese are not the only one to be criticized

U



because it also resulted from the Thais’ collaboration. This problem certainly needs further
amendment from the related organizations. Therefore, the management of the new Chinese

immigrants should be enhanced in order to create a harmonized society.
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