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The New Chinese Immigrants in Northern Thailand:

Case Studies in Chiangmai

Wipawan Sundarajamara

Abstract

“Xin Yi Min” can be defined as the new Chinese immigrants who migrated from China
after the Chinese government declared its reform and opening-up policy in 1978. China is
ranked third among the originating countries for immigrants. Although Thailand is not one of
the main destinations for Chinese immigrants, it appears that there are many new Chinese
immigrants pouring into Thailand in every region. The objective of this research is to study the
causes of migration as well as the lifestyle of new Chinese immigrants in the northern region
of Thailand, particularly in Chiang Mai. In the qualitative research section, the researcher
collected data from the academic papers and sources from social media, as well as from
interviewing the target group of 23 people in Chiang Mai province during mid-2019 until the
end of 2020 by using the descriptive analysis principle. According to this research, new Chinese
immigrants in Chiang Mai are among those who left China after 2000. Most of these new
Chinese immigrants are in the real estate business or invest in the hospitality sector, including
the “Peidu Mama” group, most of whom were born in the late 1980s. They wanted to live a
quality life in a society with a slower pace and without too much pressure. Chiang Mai has
high potentials economically, socially, and environmentally, and can accommodate new
Chinese immigrants without causing negative impacts on the community. However, the Thai
government must put in place a concrete system to accommodate these new Chinese

immigrants in order to ensure that their migration would maximize benefit to the nation.

Keywords: Xinyimin, New Chinese immigrants, Reform and Opening-up policy,

Globalization
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Jariaeslvsiiuuliunisniseeneuladaing (Logistics Parks) 1visaafunsvengiiveiiies 2

aad (% 1% a a | oA < & a . . (%
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A1 Jmdadeslnl Inedignsmanslunisiweulesiuginiaidfey 2 uvie Ao suginiaquuilag
(Greater Mekong Subregion: GMS) uaznguuszimaniglansaunusInileauninin “A1usisy
LB UINBAFIMTUANNTINTDVAINVAIEANUINIIVINTHALLATEEAA” (Bay of Bengal Initiative

for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation: BIMSTEC ) HIUNINARATNLIHUNN

1.2.2 N5via9Liign
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TNNDUNYIT1ANNUTENA MAUNINI U199 TAealugd 5 duaunsn Lakndnviaaiie?
Useinadu gUu Wiaaa ansgelusng wagdingy audiau s1elaanninviewies U 2558

Pnvipniigladiaselawniandn 82,570.24 a1uun
1.2.3 n15e9UsSINe
- @nUNIFaR19UTEINe
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ARAUANG 91UIY 17 LhIAd
v o &Y PR v
- ANUFUNUSUIUNLL 990D

Jmdadedudlaasunuanvuianuduiusiiuiidesdssiuuasiazioswine lngawiziu

Usemeau fail

1) dmindesludiu uasi@esld ars1susiusesyvuiu lngasuiunnuduius Wedui 2

Wyey 2543 (MOU)

2) Jmdaadlu U uAsTAAT @15150uS§UsE 19U Tneasuunuduius Wedun 1

WU 2551 (MOU)
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3) Jmdaledlug fu UATRITI 157190 FUsETITUIY TasasuiuaNduius WeoTui 19

AUYI8Y W8 2551 (MOU)

4) Jaiadedlui Au Wesensiu assusgussvudu Ineasuuanuduius eodun 29

Wyey 2551 (MOU)
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5) Janriadiedluad (U uasAUNIls as1sUTEmTLAN ngasuaudNius e dun 7

iquiey 2552 (MOU)
nU8e MOU : Memorandum of Understanding (uinanugla)
2. manaamssyUlnananeduvasimiadesinl esesiunisamuainatelseme

Toyaivlediusugihaainedmsuninglng cntgcondo.com (GRE G~ ldiaue

v @

Toyamennsingriuuleuigvessgualneimauimuidmindednd Wesesiunisvetediainin

A uAUsEIA faseazidensiolul

IS) [ = 4 a = wa 5 =
LGUEJQIVFZJL‘UULN@Q@UEW@'NVI’NLﬁi‘t‘}iﬂﬁ] ﬂ’]ﬁLlIE]\‘iLL’ﬁ8Ui$’3@ﬂ?ﬁ@]i'ﬂﬁhﬂﬁiiﬂ1ﬂﬂ?ﬂL“Vm’e]“UEN

Uszweineg fUsew1ns 1,140000 au ( faavd a.e.2018 ) Weasluddududleand@naninluniswaun

[

maAsughanddguindududuasssesainngamne Sgutalvemddunuimundsdudlusnu

anssgUlnavianesinu 1wy salniisnnuinusige wavauuiudeddniwisiiaes

ZX BBV B ERRE

TOURIST ARRIVAL IN THAILAND BY NATIONALITY

MALATIA
Gan

® Total of international passengers to all
Thailand airports is 39,851,838 people in 2018
from Jan-Oct.

® In 2018, there is 1,279,868 international
passengers to CM airport which increase from
2017 of 1,089,734 passengers by 17.4% (AOT,
2018).

ANUTENOU : kansdwIuElagansinUsemaniunsgaunuduiedinl

Fiun: http://cn.tgcondo.com/item/264-chiangmai-airport
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2.1 1n59n1530a3191AT9E 19U Yengaun el

Uszwdlnadugamanalatenenisvieniien was@edwiiiduiiewiondieafiddy auwndu
WU1ABeaInd (Chiangmai International Airport) F4A90gN19AT1UALTUANYBLYARLIDLAN

Uagiuoanstuinis Wuiviinsvesaienistunislukazseninsewma uaesdmsuilaeans

v A a

wunelumUszina Jagduilarenistusenindamindeduidudninous Ussanu 30 Sawin

q

LWIE18N150UNUTEMATUTUMASIRsau Nt U ealndiuinnin 20 @1en150u wazanen1sou
ANUTENADY 9 8nNT7 10 d@1en150uU wazauntuleslng v1asafannsaveigndiilo iy

. . v
visa on arrival ¢

v

lasansdnaswansisyulaanugilulagduvedminigesdmiisial

vauell Syunalveenddlviinisveneaiauiududesdvallul a.a.2022 vwiled 2,640,000

AR Fzriiauududedunidvunalugdususuanlugiinig

L &l a a 1 1 i L L o
2.2 1a59n153naselaseasienugu adsaunuduuiunfnisludndeamndngiuing

JammathewiZ EEFHIHIETF 2023 F5ERK
EEWIZEERUESE. EESNETHIS
i THENATION

Breaking News May 25 2018 09:49

The Airports of Thailand board of directors on Wednesday approved the
construction of second airports for Chiang Mai and Phuket with a combined
budget of Bt120 billion.

hough named Second Chiang Mai InterationalAimpert, the facility would beé Builtin Lamphun's Ban i

district. And the Sécond Phuket International Airport would | be built in Phang Nga's Ban Knok Kruad district

AMNUsENOU: aunuDuuIunvRkAslnLRTind1une

fisin: http://cn.tgcondo.com/item/264-chiangmai-airport

Tl @.0.2019 Syunalveldeud@laiinisadwauuduuusfuiidvg Queen Jammathewi

New International Airport  fuludwindius@eeginfiudawinesvi lngazisunaasnelut o

2023
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2.3 Tasan1s3nasinelaseadianugiu szuusalWinsrawn (Light Rail Transit : LRT)

syuusalafinsiaiun (Light Rail Transit : LRT) ussuunaniiaganiiunisinasievuly
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Faiadesln Usenaumie 3 1Eunne Ao
1) @18FLAY BILTINYIUIAUATNIA- e NADTELUENIARA
2) @eAUNNY 9AIUER LT 8L - N ASUIUNAIL

3) aedded PrenTulvaide-ieinmasiudedul lneiiniadenlassiigey 2 JUwuy
o 1asetny A (lassadreamalwausyringdanuilarseauiu) warlasewneg B (IAseasamnaeseauau

Y199%UR)

TASINITTLUVIUAILIATUIINTIAT 9L @1edwnd 1SanNeIUIaUATRIA -be NS S @Y

v a

adinf) Muniruely W.5.0.0159UAMUIENINSTUIaLaENTY W.A.2562 laanlunsdieiui 12

NUATRUS 2563 1381 9.00-12.00 U. a4 vieeU0ATH 1 15ausufilouiuasan auusyalfiien

ATWNWHATUAT

HiEBInHE 3:

BB EMN(LRT)

AmUsEnaU : salWiisiaun (Light Rail Transit : LRT)

fia: http://www.chiangmai-transitredline.com/background.html
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nsAumsaInngamny fadedlnl salianusags Waaufunie 3.5 dalus Wulasenisd
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§9AUNT5ITU BBNLUUNTOUITIHALLEEATNYILENETITUTENIATIALAZ TN T1891UNNTIATIEN
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msensERURmAINMSRuMIUsEmlTauagmnauarUasa s st uuandunuima
nilswean1sainanisvudsegnedsdu (Sustainable transportation) aefiingUszasdifioiiia
Uszandnmlunisifumnnazudeaiuayun1simuiasegio asdiefuiulaseiianisauuauly
manile Waalndunadenvdnlunmsifunsiinaduazdasade BeliAnnsiauidosm

WULEUNNY IEITRsaANTTaS 19 SaUnSE ANt eI tand s uludn

S8 - FIEERIST2020FEBEF

- AEVAEBERE3 .5/
+ 201756 B6HSHAAEEHKRIRAREIMY

- RABRF "W 5K, BEAIA250
8//hat

amlszneu: salwAnasigeaensamn — WWedl

fian; https://www.teamgroup.co.th/th/portfolio/sustainable-transport/
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U03a91989370 https://reviewinter.net/ (Toua o AoUAAIAY 2562)

YoanuAnu Tndauiney 218/U nangAIN1IEIU/

U Aoy

1.Prem Tinsulanonda 15% 3-18 IB 330,240 U

International School

TR B AL

2. Chiang Mai International 10-15% 4-18 America (AP)

School 281,000 U

T 18 E PR i

3. Lanna International School 20% 3-18 British IGCSE,

= fR A A-LEVEL

145,400 U

4. Grace International School 12-15% 5-18 America (AP)

1% 85 22 [ PRy AL 166,000 U

5. American Pacific International 50% (+) 8-18/ America IB

School 18m.-10 U (PYP, MYP)

I (B R 1 [ Fr 2 A 207,650 U

6. Nakornpayap International 30% 3-18 America (AP)

School 140,000 v

NIS [ 2745

7. Panyaden International School 15-20% 2-12 British

o AR ] o= A 187,200 U
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YoaauAnwn dadutdnizeu 218/U nanNgAIN1IEIU/
U Aol
8. Singapore International School 25% 2-12 Singapore and
Chiangmai -SISB British courses
ORI AL 258,300 UM
9. Christian German School 2% 1-18 German
Chiangmai International School
8 Pl R o 22 A 133,000 U
10. Unity Concord International 33% 2-12 America
School 209,000um
Unity B Fr2zis
11. Ambassador Bilingual School 20%-25% 180.- America @830
ABS [H AL 189 80,0000
12. Satit Bilingual School of 20% 2-18 IB(PYP),
Rangsit University IGCSE, A-LEVEL
ESAENESH SR 1857000
13. Varee International School 25% 3-18 British IGCSE,
SR i A-LEVEL
130,000U
14. Meritton International school 20% 2-12 British
88,000 U
15. Chiang Mai Montessori school 5% - America
SRR M [ BREp g 189,000 U
16. Hana Christian International 5% - British
Kindergarten-Hana Christian 100,000 v
[ bR 4l LIz
17.American Chinese 60% 3-18 America
International school 150,000U
Fe i FE P AL
18. Siriaunda school 1% 3-18 Singapore
TG E N T 120,000
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YoaauAnwn Tndauiney 218/U nanNgAIN1IEIU/
U Aol
19. Little Stars Ambassador (lajﬁﬁﬁayja) 3-18 America
Bilingual School 100,100 U
/N B U AR
20. Sarasas witaed Chiang Mai 25% 3-18 10NN
school Ine- Ju- dinqu
e AR TR UES] TR 90,0000
21. Meritton British International 20% 3-18 British
school 88,000 U
SRR s 27458
22. Bright seeds International (lajﬁsﬁaga) 85,000 UM
Kindergarten [E Fr4l )L [
23. Chiang Mai Kiddee (Liivoya) 81,000 UM
Kindergarten
Kiddee )1 ).l
24. Kindergarten sunshine 5% GRNAMCAE
FHG4 )Ll 83N 70% ey
30%
70,000 UM
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eyl 80,000 e ~160,000%87u/A (Uszanal 400,000-800,00007) uaziiursuriaiifianaiseoy

gatla 270,000m71/4 (Uszuna 1,350,000U7)
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ERERZEREINFE RMB/FIRBERFRANR  |FH (RMB/FE) EEERFEREIR 2% (RMB/H)
HiBh EERFR8-168 BankokE R (1SB)|14-16 5 ERXEERERSEE 212-251F
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AMnUsENBdU http://www.wanyigloble.com/wap/details.php?lm=148&id=321

4. dAnemwvasdaindeddudludugsivamueduniunsnduasmunzsiludiuvasiaas

wenwilenndnaninlusinusing 9 9ndeyaludneiuudy Wednidaluliewhamuludiu
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